
Watch LIVE on Facebook and YouTube

03.23.22
Wednesday

with the Champion of Literacy Award 
Sponsored by Comerica Bank

Minnie Morey  

Honoring



STAY CONNECTED:

LiteracyCenterWM  

@LCWM 

 literacycenterwm

www.literacycenterwm.org

About 
THE LITERACY CENTER OF WEST MICHIGAN 

Literacy means opportunity. It means community. It means friendship. 
It means being understood. Literacy is more than words.

This is why the Literacy Center’s mission is to bring about a just and 
vibrant West Michigan through the power of literacy.  

Instructing 700+ adults annually, the Literacy Center works with 
immigrants, refugees, and native speakers of English to provide 
literacy support tailored to their individual needs and priorities. A key 
player in workforce development, the Literacy Center also creates 
paths to citizenship, supports returning citizens, and partners with 
multiple school districts to provide a two generational approach to 
children’s literacy.

This work is more critical than ever. According to data released in 2020, 
85,000 adults in Kent County are at or below the 4th grade reading 
level, making it difficult for them to fully contribute to the economic, 
cultural, and social vibrancy of our community. 

Recognizing the need and the extraordinary gap in services, the 
Literacy Center’s Board of Directors has set the goal of doubling 
our impact in three years and achieving national recognition for 
our leadership in adult education. We are eager to partner with the 
community and our philanthropic partners to reach this ambitious goal.

Join us in bringing about a just and vibrant West Michigan through  
the power of literacy. 

#spellebration2022



Schedule OF THE EVENING

5:30 pm  Event Begins at Bissell Tree House 
Catering provided by Forty Acres Soul Kitchen 

6:15 pm  Welcome 
Omar Cuevas, Literacy Center Board Member 

Wendy V. Falb, Ph.D., Literacy Center Executive Director

 Learner Story 
Chef Carl Clarke, Forty Acres Soul Kitchen 

 Recognition of Honorees 
Video introduction of 2022 honorees 

[Film produced in collaboration with ArtPeers]

 Stephen Osborn, Marshall Pitler Volunteer of the Year

 Latesha Lipscomb, Ledy Award for Community 

Engagement [sponsored by Fifth Third Bank]

 Minnie Morey, Champion of Literacy Award 

[sponsored by Comerica Bank]

6:40 pm  Fund a Need 
Text 50155 with keyword Spellebration or  

visit www.literacycenterwm.org/give  

to make your donation online. 

  Closing Remarks

bringing about a just and vibrant west michigan through the power of literacy.

Those attending the event virtually can log into Facebook or YouTube  

beginning at 6 pm. Find the links at literacycenterwm.org/spellebration.



Minnie Morey is the kind of person who sees a need, steps up, and leads 
the way toward addressing it. As a volunteer, an activist, and Executive 
Director of the West Michigan Asian American Association (WMAAA), 
Minnie has made it her mission to help remove the barriers that New 
Americans face in this country. George Aquino, Vice President/Managing 
Director of AHC+ Hospitality, writes of Minnie, “this petite woman is a GIANT 
in the Asian American community in the state.” 

Anyone who knows Minnie describes her unrelenting drive to solve 
problems large or small. From contacting CEOs to securing transportation 
for refugees to get to work, Minnie does not let any obstacles stand in her 
way of supporting her community. As George says, “Minnie wholeheartedly 
pours herself into any challenge that is in front of her.” 

A natural relationship builder, Minnie creates important connections 
between multiple communities. Stella V. Michael, Chair of the Board of 
WMAA, recognizes this strength of Minnie’s. “She has strong relationships 
with community leaders, resources on the ground and those in between. 
She actively partners with and supports other organizations who share  
the same goals and vision to serve the underserved.”

Minnie, a native of the Philippines, is a fierce advocate for literacy  
because she understands the role it plays in assuring newcomers are  
able to fully engage in our community. In fact, it was her advocacy that  
led the Literacy Center to create a citizenship-specific ESL class with an 
Asian American instructor. This program has since grown, now serving  
50+ learners annually. 

Literacy Center Executive Director, Wendy V. Falb, says of selecting  
Minnie for the Champion of Literacy Award, “Minnie has a long history 
of service and accomplishment in our community that has often gone 
unrecognized. What a positive force she has been in West Michigan.  
I deeply respect her, am grateful for her, and am so pleased we can  
bring some visibility to her leadership.” 

Champion of Literacy
PRESENTED TO: MINNIE MOREY 
SPONSORED BY: COMERICA BANK



 Ledy Award for Community Engagement 
PRESENTED TO: LATESHA LIPSCOMB 
SPONSORED BY: FIFTH THIRD BANK

Latesha Lipscomb is a Grand Rapids change agent. As a  
community activist, entrepreneur, public speaker, and mother, 
Latesha builds bridges and creates inclusive, welcoming 
environments in her hometown. 

After earning both a BA and a law degree from Boston College, 
Latesha returned to Grand Rapids to put her strong analytical and 
advocacy skills to work. In 2017, she was hired by the City of Grand 
Rapids Planning Department to facilitate the Heartside Quality of 
Life Study, serving as an important advocate for those in our city’s 
most vulnerable communities. 

Since 2019, Latesha has served as the Director of Engagement at 
Amplify GR, an organization dedicated to ensuring residents can 
participate and benefit from neighborhood growth in Grand Rapids’ 
49507 neighborhoods. “Latesha’s ability to cultivate relationships, 
break down barriers, and align common understanding is 
unparalleled,” shared Jon Ippel, Amplify GR’s Executive Director. 
“Latesha has a tremendous passion and talent for creating the 
conditions and wisdom to both advocate for the neighbors we serve 
and create meaningful experiences to bring together new coalitions.”

Christy Knetsch, Executive Director of New City Kids, recognizes 
Latesha’s ability to bring people together. “Latesha consistently 
finds ways to authentically celebrate people in our community, 
ensuring that others feel seen and valued, regardless of their status.” 
Christy goes on to echo exactly why the Literacy Center selected 
Latesha for this year’s Ledy Award for Community Engagement: 
“from Heartside to Boston Square, residents have seen the pathways 
that lead to prosperity grow wider and more welcoming because of 
Latesha’s steadfast commitment.” 

#spellebration2022



Marshall Pitler Volunteer of the Year
PRESENTED TO: STEPHEN OSBORN

Stephen Osborn understands the challenges of navigating a new 
country. Born in remote South America to missionary parents, Stephen 
did not live in the United States until he was 16. As he wrote in his 
original Literacy Center volunteer application in 2015, that experience 
gave him “a special place in my heart for people learning English.” 

Stephen was not new to tutoring English language learners when he 
began with the Literacy Center seven years ago. He and his wife spent 
almost two decades hosting exchange students in their home and 
helping them learn English. Since retiring from his career in IT, Stephen 
has also volunteered with the Hispanic Center and with foreign students 
at Calvin University. 

For the past five years, Stephen has worked alongside Miriam, a 
Literacy Center learner from Mexico, as she improves her English for 
her restaurant job. He writes with pride, “Miriam was recognized by the 
company where she works for creating a special salsa for the dishes on 
the menu—Miriam’s salsa! Miriam has done a very good job where she 
works, and the management has taken notice. I am so proud of her!”

Stephen’s commitment to the Literacy Center goes far beyond the time 
he spends with Miriam each week. He has helped set up technology 
for learners, assisted with the transition to virtual instruction at the 
beginning of the pandemic, and continues to serve as a mentor to other 
tutors. Just recently he supported a fellow volunteer, Jan Staley, with 
setting up an online system for the Literacy Center’s tutoring library. 

Jan echoes all of us when she writes, “I was so impressed by his 
willingness to help, patience, and humility. His generous gift of time 
definitely extends beyond tutoring and touches all areas of the Literacy 
Center. What a well-deserved honor!”  

#spellebration2022



CHAMPION OF LITERACY AWARD SPONSOR

LEDY AWARD FOR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SPONSOR

Fifth Third Bank offers diversified financial services including personal, 
investment, commercial, mortgage and business banking. An 
experienced team of bankers is dedicated to providing clients with the 
tools and services to achieve their financial goals and understand what 
makes their business different. Fifth Third Bank has a rich legacy of 
community support throughout West Michigan and today continues to 
invest the time, resources, and people to help strengthen families and 
build stronger communities.

Comerica Bank, a subsidiary of Comerica Incorporated, has served 
Michigan longer than any other bank with a continuous presence dating 
back over 172 years to its Detroit founding in 1849. It is among the 
largest bank employers in Michigan with more than 4,600 employees 
(FTE) statewide. With one the most extensive banking center networks 
in Michigan, Comerica nurtures lifelong relationships with unwavering 
integrity and financial prudence. Comerica positively impacts the lives of 
Michigan residents by helping customers be successful, providing financial 
support that assists hundreds of charitable organizations, and actively 
participating in Michigan’s revitalization.



Autocam Medical is a rapidly growing, privately held contract 
manufacturer of precision-machined implants and instruments 
for surgical applications. Our customers are involved with these 
instruments and devices in a variety of anatomical areas. We offer 
a value-added approach to high-precision manufacturing with 
specialties in CNC milling, turning and cutter grinding. Our product 
specialties include bone screws & plates, fixation devices, surgical 
drivers, drill bits, and other cutting instruments. With decades of 
machining expertise and engineering experience combined with lean 
manufacturing, we are able to provide superior value to our OEM 
customers. Along with headquarters in Michigan, Autocam Medical 
has global facilities in Massachusetts, Tennessee, Brazil, and China.

LITERACY SOCIETY SPONSORS

J.C. and Tammy Huizenga 
J.C. and Tammy Huizenga are pleased to sponsor the Literacy 
Center of West Michigan’s 29th Annual Spellebration.  

Butterball® Farms, Inc. is a specialty butter and flavor solutions 
manufacturer that has been a staple within the foodservice and retail 
space over the last 60 years. We offer premium shaped butters as well 
as custom flavored butters, bases, sauces, gravies, and glazes.  Our 
trained artisans develop flavor profiles and shapes to our customers’ 
unique specifications.  Our mission statement to “enrich lives” means 
that we want to be an agent for change.  At Butterball Farms we work 
to give back to the local community and the world around us.  



LITERACY SOCIETY SPONSORS

Win & Kyle Irwin
We are proud of the work the Literacy Center does every day to 
advance employment, citizenship, and health opportunities for 
their learners.

Plante Moran is a professional service firm specializing in Audit, 
Tax, Consulting and Wealth Management services.  Our clients are 
served by 3,300+ professionals across the U.S. and four international 
offices including China, India, Japan, and Mexico with 27 languages 
spoken internationally. This depth and team strength allows us to 
bring a diverse perspective to our clients as advisors, collaborators, 
and creative thinkers to help them succeed and achieve more.  We 
are pleased to support the Literacy Center’s Spellebration event 
and appreciate their commitment to our community here in West 
Michigan through the power of literacy. 

Spectrum Health is proud to partner with the Literacy Center of West 
Michigan to help people expand their communications, confidence, 
and overall well-being. Thank you to Literacy Center of West Michigan 
instructors and tutors who help improve our region’s health and  
well-being through English literacy training. 



POETRY LEAGUE SPONSORS

Adamy Valuation

Baker Holtz

Karl and Patricia Betz

Downtown Grand Rapids, Inc.

Gentex

Grand Rapids Community College

Grand Valley State University

Lacks Enterprises, Inc.

PNC Bank

Varnum LLP

SPELLER’S SOCIETY SPONSORS

READING CIRCLE SPONSORS 

Amplify GR

Associated Builders and  
Contractors West Michigan

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan

Grand Rapids Public Museum

Grand Rapids Public Schools

Kent Companies

Priority Health

Talent 2025

Elizabeth Welch and Brian Schwartz

West Michigan Asian American 
Association Inc. 

730 Eddy Studios

AHC + Hospitality

Allegra Marketing • Print • Mail

John and Micki Benz

COM 616 Public Relations

Fritz and Cathy Crabb

Crowe LLP

Dominican Sisters~ Grand Rapids

Express Employment Professionals

Fishman Stewart

H&S Companies

Landscape Design Services, Inc.

Brien and Abbi Marti

Marvin Law Office, PC

Old National Bank

Chris and Michelle Rabideau

Reagan Marketing + Design

FICTION GUILD SPONSORS

Special thanks to Long Road 
Distillers and Eastern Floral. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jim Ayres, President 
Amway North America (Ret.)

Sharron Pitts, Vice President 
Grand Rapids Public Schools (Ret.)

Adam Russo, Secretary 
COM 616 Public Relations 

Melissa Seguin, Treasurer  
Baker Holtz

Win Irwin, Past President 
Irwin Seating Company 

Micki Benz 
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s (Ret.)

Omar Cuevas 
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce

Jeff Heilman 
Steelcase Inc.

Patrick Lonergan  
Fifth Third Bank (Ret.)

Deidra Mitchell 
Waséyabek Development Company, LLC

Tim Monsma 
Varnum LLP

Lee Moyer 
Healthier Communities  
at Spectrum Health

Shanna Reynolds 
Crowe LLP

Sherril Soman, Ph.D. 
Grand Valley State University

Kevin Vos 
Spectrum Health

STAFF
Wendy V. Falb, Ph.D.  
Executive Director

Laura Avalos
Megan Bowers
Diedre Deering
Laurie Zarzecki Emelander
Sara Miller, M.A
Leandra Pogson, M.A. 
Carrie Roper, M.A.
Cynthia Salinas
Bree Straayer, Ph.D.
Jennifer Summers, M.A.
Libby Crabb Wahlstrom
Yilin Wendland-Liu, Ph.D. 
Melinda Wilson
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bringing about a just and vibrant west michigan through the power of literacy.


