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About 
THE LITERACY CENTER OF WEST MICHIGAN 

The Literacy Center of West Michigan is committed to bringing about 
a just and vibrant West Michigan through the power of literacy. With 
this mission statement, we are shining a light on the crucial role 
literacy levels play in shaping our community’s future. 

Since our founding in 1986, the Literacy Center has grown to be one 
of the largest community-based organizations in the state of Michigan 
providing adult literacy services. We instruct 700+ adults annually, both 
native speakers of English and English language learners, who read 
below a 9th grade level and face barriers due to their low literacy. At 
the forefront of adult literacy instruction, our programs meet learners 
where they are, offering one-on-one tutoring, employment-focused 
classes, and family literacy opportunities at no cost to the learners.

With COVID-19 deepening the disparities caused by low literacy in our 
community, the Literacy Center moved all of our programming online 
in March 2020 to ensure learners could still access vital language and 
literacy instruction. We continue to innovate and expand in this virtual 
environment, and will maintain a virtual presence even when returning 
to in-person programming. 

Join us in bringing about a just and vibrant West Michigan through the 
power of literacy. 

#spellebration2021



Schedule OF THE EVENING

6:45 pm  Cocktail Hour 
Enjoy a cocktail with our friends  

from Long Road Distillers

7:00 pm  Welcome 
Omar Cuevas, Literacy Center Board Member

 Learner Story 
Yeli Romero 

 The Power of Literacy  
Wendy Falb, Ph.D., Literacy Center Executive Director

 Recognition of Honorees 
Video introduction of Spellebration 2021 honorees 

[Film produced in collaboration with ArtPeers]

 Marielle Levert, Marshall Pitler Volunteer of the Year

 Tommy Allen, Ledy Award for Community Engagement 

[sponsored by Fifth Third Bank]

 Mark Peters, Champion of Literacy Award 

[sponsored by J.C. and Tammy Huizenga]

7:40 pm  Fund a Need 
Text 50155 with keyword Spellebration2021 or  

visit www.literacycenterwm.org/spellebration  

to make your donation online. 

  Closing Remarks

bringing about a just and vibrant west michigan through the power of literacy.

Join us beginning at 6:45 pm on Facebook or YouTube! 
Find the links at www.literacycenterwm.org/spellebration 



#spellebration2021

Your donation to the Literacy Center of West Michigan  
will go even further during this year’s Spellebration! 

All donations given during Spellebration 2021 will be 
matched up to $7,500 by our friends at Fifth Third Bank.  

To donate, text keyword Spellebration2021 to 50155 or visit 
www.literacycenterwm.org/spellebration to give online. 

Give the Gift of Literacy



Mark Peters has quietly but significantly established a new ethic on how 
to conduct business. As President and CEO of Butterball Farms, Inc. and 
co-founder of The Source, Mark recognized that business would thrive if 
employers took an active role in removing barriers for their employees. 

Longtime friend J.C. Huizenga recognizes Mark’s commitment to his  
own employees at Butterball Farms. “He gave them job training, but  
more importantly he offered them help developing their life skills; literacy  
being one of the fundamental superpowers we all need for success.”

As a result of Mark’s leadership, the business practice of recognizing 
that employees are a company’s most important asset worthy of real 
investment has spread within our own community and throughout the 
country. Just this winter, Mark published a book on the topic: The Source: 
Using the Power of Collaboration to Stabilize your Workforce and Impact  
your Community. 

Mark’s closest friend, Phil Grennan, has seen this caring ethos in Mark from 
their college days. “He’s always wanted to help people,” Phil writes. “That 
manifests itself in loving and supporting his daughter, and connecting with 
friends. Professionally it comes out in helping people to learn and grow.” 

Mark has long known and emphasized the connection between adult 
literacy and workforce development in our community. For over a 
decade, he has been one of the community’s strongest advocates for 
the Literacy Center’s mission. Rick Adamy, who led the Literacy Center 
board alongside Mark, writes, “Mark is on my short list of people with 
exceptional leadership qualities.” He goes on to add, “Combine that 
with his deep commitment to reading and education, and I know that the 
Literacy Center wouldn’t be where it is today without Mark.”

Champion of Literacy
PRESENTED TO: MARK PETERS 
SPONSORED BY: J.C. AND TAMMY HUIZENGA



 Ledy Award for Community Engagement 
PRESENTED TO: TOMMY ALLEN 
SPONSORED BY: FIFTH THIRD BANK

Tommy Allen’s leadership has left its imprint throughout our 
community. As an artist, a writer, a content creator, a volunteer, and 
an activist, Tommy has made it his mission to be deeply engaged in 
some of the most important work in our community. 

Patti Caudill, City of Grand Rapids Diversity and Inclusion Manager, 
worked with Tommy during his tenure on the Grand Rapids 
Community Relations Commission. She writes of him, “Tommy’s 
care and passion for this city and its residents drives everything that 
he does.” Patti goes on to say, “He is committed to making Grand 
Rapids a more equitable home for everyone.” 

Tommy’s leadership on the city’s Community Relations Commission 
is a powerful demonstration of this commitment to equity. As chair, 
Tommy helped usher through significant revisions and expansions 
to the city’s Human Rights Ordinance. Greatly strengthening 
protections against discrimination in the city, this updated ordinance 
was approved unanimously by the city commission in August 2019. 

Tommy understands that equity and inclusion are absolutely 
essential for a strong and vibrant West Michigan. As Publisher 
of Rapid Growth Media, he has continually expanded the voices 
represented in the weekly online magazine, challenging the 
traditional “economic development” story model by bringing unique 
and diverse perspectives to the conversation. 

“I’ve known Tommy for over 30 years,” writes Literacy Center 
Executive Director Wendy Falb. “His dedication for strengthening 
community goes much deeper than any job or board service. I’m 
so grateful for the responsibility he has taken to make our city more 
welcoming, more equitable, and more understood.”



Marshall Pitler Volunteer of the Year
PRESENTED TO: MARIELLE LEVERT

Marielle Levert brings a unique perspective to her tutoring experience 
with the Literacy Center. In 2015, she and her family moved to Grand 
Rapids from their native Netherlands. Although she was a fluent English 
speaker, Marielle could relate our learners’ challenges of adapting to 
the language and customs of a new country. 

Marielle began tutoring with the Literacy Center soon after she 
arrived in Grand Rapids, tutoring seven learners over five years. With a 
background in elementary education, she is an experienced teacher 
who is committed to helping her learners succeed. 

“Marielle goes above and beyond for her learners,” writes her Literacy 
Coordinator, Autumn Jackson. “Her dedication and willingness to 
do more – whether that means tutoring more hours in a week or 
introducing her learners to a community event they might enjoy – have 
helped her make a significant impact on the lives of her learners.” 

Marielle does more than just teach English to her learners. She makes 
sure they have experiences around the city, and has also helped them 
connect with an international group of women who gather each week 
for coffee, English conversation, and fellowship. 

Her former learner, Diane, spoke about her relationship with Marielle at 
a Literacy Center event in 2016. “I like my tutor because she made an 
effort to build a meaningful relationship with me. We went to different 
places to visit. She helped me to learn how to drive. We went shopping. 
We did a lot of things that helped me improve my English.” 

#spellebration2021



CHAMPION OF LITERACY AWARD SPONSOR

LEDY AWARD FOR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SPONSOR

J.C. & Tammy Huizenga

Fifth Third Bank offers diversified financial services including personal, 
investment, commercial, mortgage and business banking. An 
experienced team of bankers is dedicated to providing clients with the 
tools and services to achieve their financial goals and understand what 
makes their business different. Fifth Third Bank has a rich legacy of 
community support throughout West Michigan and today continues to 
invest the time, resources, and people to help strengthen families and 
build stronger communities.

J.C. & Tammy Huizenga are pleased to sponsor the Literacy Center  
of West Michigan’s 28th Annual Spellebration.  



Autocam Medical is a rapidly growing, privately held contract 
manufacturer of precision-machined implants and instruments 
for surgical applications. Our customers are involved with these 
instruments and devices in a variety of anatomical areas. We offer a 
value-added approach to high-precision manufacturing with specialties 
in CNC milling, turning and cutter grinding. Our product specialties 
include bone screws & plates, fixation devices, surgical drivers, drill bits, 
and other cutting instruments. With decades of machining expertise 
and engineering experience combined with lean manufacturing, we 
are able to provide superior value to our OEM customers. Along with 
headquarters in Michigan, Autocam Medical has global facilities in 
Massachusetts, Tennessee, Brazil and China. 

LITERACY SOCIETY SPONSORS

Win & Kyle Irwin

Jim & Nancy Ayres

We are proud of the work the Literacy Center does every day to 
advance employment, citizenship, and health opportunities for 
their learners.

Our Spellebration sponsorship is in honor of Literacy Center learners 
like Rosa Chen. Rosa began taking classes at the Literacy Center 
to improve her career opportunities. Through the support of the 
Literacy Center’s career coach, Rosa decided to pursue a career 
in healthcare. She took a Certified Nurse Assistant (CNA) course 
offered through a partnership with GRCC, passed her CNA exam, 
and is now working at Spectrum Health’s new long term care facility. 
Rosa enjoys this job because it is “rewarding, and I am learning 
something new every day.” 



POETRY LEAGUE SPONSORS

Adamy Valuation

Baker Holtz

Betz Industries

Downtown Grand Rapids, Inc.

Grand Rapids Community College

PNC Bank

Steelcase Inc.

Varnum LLP

SPELLER’S SOCIETY SPONSORS

READING CIRCLE SPONSORS 

Aquinas College

Enviah

Grand Valley State University

Lacks Enterprises, Inc.

Elizabeth Welch and Brian Schwartz

730 Eddy Studios

Allegra Marketing.Print.Mail

John and Micki Benz

COM 616 Public Relations

Fritz and Cathy Crabb

Fishman Stewart

Landscape Design Services

Old National Bank

Reagan Marketing + Design, LLC

Twisthink

FICTION GUILD SPONSORS

Special thanks to Long 
Road Distillers for making 
a signature Spellebration 

cocktail for this year’s event. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Win Irwin, President 
Irwin Seating Company

Jim Ayres, Vice President 
Amway North America (Ret.)

Melissa Seguin, Treasurer 
Baker Holtz 

Adam Russo, Secretary 
COM 616 Public Relations

Micki Benz, Past President 
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s (Ret.) 

Omar Cuevas 
Grand Rapids Area  
Chamber of Commerce

Dave Edwards 
CIBC-US (Ret.)

Jeff Heilman 
Steelcase Inc.

Suzette Hershman 
Spectrum Health Medical Group

Patrick Lonergan  
Fifth Third Bank

Lilibeth Marvin 
Marvin Law Office, PC

Deidra Mitchell 
Waséyabek Development Company, LLC

Tim Monsma 
Varnum LLP

Lee Moyer 
Spectrum Health Healthier Communities

Rich Noreen 
BDO USA, LLP (Ret.)

Sharron Pitts 
Grand Rapids Public Schools

Shanna Reynolds 
Crowe

Sherril Soman, Ph.D. 
Grand Valley State University

STAFF
Wendy V. Falb, Ph.D.  
Executive Director

Diedre Deering
Laurie Zarzecki Emelander
Autumn Jackson, M.A
Sara Miller, M.A
Mike Nassar, M.A.
Chad Patton, M.A.
Leandra Pogson, M.A. 
Johana Rodriguez, M.A.
Carrie Roper, M.A.
Jennifer Summers, M.A.
Libby Crabb Wahlstrom
Yilin Wendland-Liu, Ph.D.
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bringing about a just and vibrant west michigan through the power of literacy.


